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a tuft of kusa-grass, he thought: "This could have
grown only by soaking up some water which must be
beneath it."                                                             13

And he made them bring a spade and dig in that
spot. And they dug sixty cubits deep. And when they
had got thus far, the spade of the diggers struck on a
rock; and as soon as It struck, they all gave up In de-
spair. But B6dhisattva thought, ^ There must be water
under that rock/' and, descending into the well, he got
upon the stone, and, stooping down, applied his ear
to It, and tested the sound of it. And he heard the
sound of water gurgling beneath. And he got out and
called his page. "My lad, if you give up now, we
shall all be lost. Do not you lose heart. Take this iron
hammer, and go down into the pit, and give the rock
a good blow."                                                          M

The lad obeyed, and though they all stood by in
despair, he went down full of determination, and struck
at the stone. And the rock split in two, and fell be-
low, and no longer blocked up the stream. And water
rose till its brim was the height of a palm-tree in the
well. And they all drank of the water, and bathed in
it. Then they cooked rice and ate it, and fed their
oxen with it. And when the sun set, they put a flag
in the well, and went to the place appointed. There
they sold their merchandise at a good profit and re-
turned to their home, and when they died they passed
away according to their deeds. And Bodhisattva gave
gifts and did other virtuous acts, and he also passed
away according to his deeds.                                    15

After the Teacher had told the story he formed the
connexion by saying in conclusion, "The caravan-
leader was Bodhisattva, the future Buddha; the page
who at that time despaired not, but broke the stone,